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Services for people who 
use drugs and people with 
drug use disorders



Only 1 in 8 in treatment
500,000 drug-related deaths 
annually, in vast majority preventable



Worse for women, for people in prison settings and 
for people in humanitarian settings



Impact on people with substance use disorders: 
significant risk for COVID19 morbidity and mortality 



Survey of 
professionals in 
almost 80 
countries by the 
International 
Society of 
Addiction 
Medicine 
(Radfar et al, 
2020)
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Meeting the challenge together



Increase the coverage of services, dramatically



Increase the quality, including 
continuity plans and integration



Build back better

• Continuity plans
• Maintain 

evidence-based 
services
• Prepare medical 

supplies
• Integrate the 

different services
• Vulnerable 

groups such as 
immigrants and 
refugees

(adapted from Radfar et al, 2020)



Respond to the needs of
populations in vulnerable situations12



Increase the use of alternatives
to conviction and punishment



Health in prison 
settings: HIV and other 
infectious diseases, 
but also mental health



What about prevention?



Strong prevention systems 
based on scientific evidence



Perception 
of risk is key,
but other 
factors also 
important



Risk and protective factors



Healthy and safe development of 
children and youth



Supporting parents during 
COVID19



Parental monitoring and warmth
Donaldson et al, 2015



Adverse childhood experiences and inequality
Bellis et al. 

Adverse child 
experiences associated 

to substance abuse

Higher income 
individuals with 4 or 

more ACEs: 4%

Lower income 
individuals with 4 or 

more ACEs: 12% 



Parenting skills programmes



Parenting skills 
programmes
• Help parents be better parents in very simple ways 

(no lecture, no jargon):
• Family bonding, i.e. the attachment between 

parents and children
• Monitoring and involvement in the lives of their 

children (e.g. being involved in their activities, 
friendships, learning and education)

• Positive, developmentally appropriate and 
effective discipline



UNODC family-based prevention programmes 
in the public domain

For low resource settings For all families



Family skills 
training 
effectiveness 
in violent 
communities: 
UNODC SFP 
10-14 
Honduras



Family skills 
training 
effectiveness 
in poor 
communities: 
UNODC FAST 
in Iran for 
kindergarten



Family skills 
training 
effectiveness 
amongst 
displaced 
populations –
UNODC 
Strong 
Families



Family-based prevention more 
consistently benefits girls and boys



Family-based prevention is 
also effective in promoting 
mental health AND 
preventing violence, 
particularly youth violence 
and child maltreatment



COVID19  and higher rates of 
stress and domestic violence 
linked to economic insecurity 
and being out of school

• 19% of children report violence in the 
home in a household that has lost income.

• 5% of children report violence in the 
home in a household that has NOT lost 
income. 

• 17% of children report violence at home 
whilst they could not attend school 
because of COVID19. 

• 8% of children report violence at home 
whilst they could attend school in spite of 
COVID19. 



Tools for 
parents in all 
languages!



Tools for parents in particularly difficult circumstances



New Listen First Campaign
Made possible by the generous support of France



NEW WEBSITE in English, French, Spanish FOR NOW
www.unodc.org/listenfirst

http://www.unodc.org/listenfirst


10 new 
videos and 
factsheets 
for parents



Participate on social media
@UNODC_PTRS #LISTENFIRST



Hope

Large-scale mobilization of all 
partners at all levels promote and 
protect the health of children, 
youth, families, communities, 
including people who use drugs 
and people with drug use 
disorders. 



Thank you!
Follow us on Twitter! @UNODC_PTRS


